Surveying the rebirth of ‘Destroyer at Peace’ Aug. 1998

On September 17, 1996, a 330-foot Russian frigate was purposely sunk to the ocean floor in order to create an artificial reef on the North Wall off Cayman Brac, in the Cayman Islands. In order to emphasize the magnitude and importance of this Marine environmental event, Jean-Michel Cousteau rode the ship down as it sank.  Subsequently, he has committed to doing consistent surveys to study the structure, as well as the habitation and growth of this new reef architecture.

This video represents one of those surveys. While diving from the Cayman Aggressor, Jean-Michel thoroughly inspects her on day and night dives, from bow to keel, inside and out. The ship has firmly nestled in the sand where she was placed, and has been home and nesting grounds for an Increasing number of species of swimming and crawling marine creatures, as well as a number of corals and sponges.

There is an interesting story to be told about how the ship was obtained from Cuba and made safe for divers, to how she fares now on her new battleground as an artificial reef.
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